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DR. PRAHLADA TAKES OVER AS VICE CHANCELLOR  

OF DIAT (DU) PUNE 

 

Dr. Prahlada, Distinguished Scientist and Chief Controller (Aeronautical Programme), Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) assumed the charge of Vice Chancellor, 
Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (Deemed University), Pune w.e.f 11 Aug 2011 (FN). 

  

 
Dr. Prahlada  taking over the charge as  

Vice Chancellor, DIAT (DU) on 11
th

 August 2011 

 
Prof. Lalit M Patnaik  handing over  the charge of  
Vice Chancellor, DIAT (DU) on 11

th
 August 2011 

 

 

 
Prof. Lalit M Patnaik, Vice Chancellor  

receiving the Dr. Prahlada, the new Vice Chancellor 
 

 

 
Dr. Prahlada and Prof.  Lalit M Patnaik  

greeting each other 
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Dr. Prahlada, Vice Chancellor 
 

Dr. Prahlada, born on 05 February 1947 in Bangalore, is a Mechanical Engineering Graduate 
from University College of Engineering, Bangalore University (1969). Subsequently he got his 
Masters Degree in Aeronautical Engineering from IISc., Bangalore, with specialization in 
Rockets and Missile Systems and  Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University,  Hyderabad.  

Since 1971 he has served in various ISRO and DRDO Establishments covering VSSC Trivandrum, ADE 
Bangalore and DRDL Hyderabad. His areas of interest cover aerodynamics, flight controls, guidance, propulsion, 
system design and system engineering. In his position as Director of the biggest DRDO laboratory, DRDL, 
during 1997-2005, he has provided leadership to many missile projects, new technologies and world class test 
facilities. As Project Director for the mobile surface to air defence missile system, AKASH, he has provided the 
technological and managerial leadership for scientists/engineers working at various development centres and 
production centres in the country.    He was Programme Director for the Joint Venture Project (Indo-Russia) 
BrahMos and contributed to Project formulation, management and conduct of initial flight trials. Since November 
2005, as Chief Controller Research & Development at DRDO Hqrs and Distinguished Scientist, he was heading 
Services Interactions, International Cooperation, Foreign Offices (UK, USA and Russia), Extramural Research, 
Intellectual Property Rights, Technology Acquisition and Industry Interaction.  He also served as Chief Controller 
for Aeronautical Cluster of laboratories of DRDO providing leadership and guidance for many important 
Programmes in Combat Aircrafts, Unmanned Air Vehicles, Gas Turbine Engines, Avionics and Aerostats and 
Indian AWACS. He has spearheaded commercialization of DRDO technologies into civilian products through a 
customized programme with FICCI. As President, Hyderabad Management Association during the year 2003-04, 
he took new initiatives to raise the level of activities of HMA to national level.  In addition to intensifying the 
training and management interactions with professionals, he conducted an year long series of “Invited Lectures 
and Interactions” with the top eminent persons of India under the series titled INDIA-MY DREAM.  The grand 
finale was held at Hyderabad where former Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Dr. YS Rajashekhar Reddy 
presided over the function and Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India was the Chief Guest.  The book 
having compilation of all the ten lectures, including interactions with the public was also released during the 
function.  

 
Awards and Honours 

 He is recipient of DRDO Scientist of the Year.  

 He is recipient of HMA – Member of the Year.  

 He is recipient of IISc Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. 

 He is recipient of National Aeronautical Prize.    

 He is recipient of “Sivananda Eminent Citizen 
Award 2008” by Sanathana Dharma Charitable 
Trust, Hyderabad                                                        

 He is winner of the DRDO Award for Path 
Breaking Research/Outstanding Technology 
Development 2008                                                                 

 He is recipient of Eminent Engineers Award for 
the year 2009 by Institution of Engineers, Delhi 
State Centre.                                            

 He is recipient of Life Time Achievement 
Award- 2010 by Hyderabad  Management 
Association 

 He was awarded honorary doctorate from Sri 
Venkateswara University in 2006 

 His other areas of interest cover R&D 
Management, Project Management, 
Technology Management and Knowledge 
Management. 
 

 
Disaster Management 

He has been contributing towards various activities in the 
area of disaster management since 1999. His 
contributions cover the following:- 
 Giving invited talks in conferences on disaster 

management. 
 Spreading awareness among public. 
 Publishing articles in journals. 
 Interacting technically with NDMA. 
 Supporting State and Central government agencies 

in disaster planning and mitigation. 
 Guiding and mentoring young Scientists and students 

for carrying out R&D in disaster management. 
 He was the Chairman of Steering Committee for 

organizing the First    World Congress on Disaster 
Management (WCDM) – 2008 in Hyderabad and was 
also the Chairman for the 2

nd
 World Congress on 

Disaster Management. About 30 countries and 10 
U.N. Organizations participated in the first World 
Congress which was inaugurated by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam, the former President of India.  
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Member / Fellow of  Professional Organizations 
 Fellow, Andhra Pradesh Academy of 

Sciences 
 Fellow, Indian National Academy of 

Engineering 
 Fellow, Institution of Engineers 
 Fellow, Society for Shock Wave Research 

of India 
 Fellow, Astronautical Society of India 
 Fellow, Systems Society of India                                                            
 Fellow, Institution of Electronics and 

Telecommunication Engineers  
 Fellow, Aeronautical Society of India 
 Donor Member, IISc Alumni Association 
 Board of Trustee, Trust for Advancement of 

Aerodynamics of India 

Past President/Chairman of organizations 

 Hyderabad Management Association 

 ISAMPE, Hyderabad Chapter 

 ISNT, Hyderabad Chapter 

 INAE, Hyderabad Chapter 

 President, Society for Aerospace Quality & 
Reliability 

 

  
……                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          …………..                  

                                      
NEW ACADEMIC SESSION 

On 11
th
 August 2011, Hon‟ble Vice Chancellor Dr. 

Prahlada inaugurated new academic session 2011-12 

and addressed all students of newly commenced 

M.Tech, Ph.D, M.S. (By Research) and TSOC 

programmes. Dean (MT), Dean (Acs), AC & EC 

members and all staff officers attended the 

programme. 

  
Hon’ble  Vice Chancellor, Dr. Prahlada 

Addressing the Students 
  

 
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Independence day was celebrated on Monday, the 
15

th
 August 2011. Dr. Prahlada, Vice Chancellor, 

DIAT (DU)  hoisted the national flag and addressed 
the gathering. The students and officers sang a 
patriotic song. Dr. R Premkumar, Registrar, DIAT 
(DU) proposed the vote of thanks. After this national 
programme Hon‟ble Vice Chancellor also hoisted flag 
at TINY TOTS School and Kendriya Vidyalaya DIAT, 
Girinagar. The cultural programme was organized at 
the Kendriya Vidyalaya and prizes were distributed by 
the Chief Guest.  

VALEDICTORY FUNCTION ON MISSILE 

TECHNOLOGY COURSE 

The customized course on Missile Technology was 
conducted for freshly inducted executives of BrahMos 
Aerospace Ltd., New Delhi by the Department of 
Aerospace Engineering DIAT (DU). The valedictory 
function was held on Friday the 26

th
 August 2011. Dr. 

Prahlada, Hon‟ble Vice Chancellor was the Chief 
Guest for the function.  Pro-Vice Chancellor and 
Dean (MT), Dean (Academics), all Heads of the 
Departments and functionaries attended the 
programme. 
  

 
DIAT (DU) LECTURE SERIES 

 
The DIAT(DU) Lecture Series (DLS) has been initiated  with the aim to bring scientists, teaching faculty, 
officers and staff together on every Friday from 16.30 to 17.30 Hrs, where each core faculty will deliver a 
lecture on a particular topic of his/her choice for about 30-40 minutes followed by a brief discussion. The 
participation will be open to all the Researchers, Scientists, Faculty members, Students of  DIAT(DU) and 
anyone interested in delivering a lecture in his/her field of expertise may join this effort for betterment of 
Science and Technology. This exciting event of DLS was initiated on 8

th
 August 2011 and the first lecture was 

delivered by Prof. P. Pramanik of IIT, Kharagpur on „Bio- Nanotechnology‟. 
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VALEDICTORY FUNCTION OF POINTS–16 (LDCE SCIENTISTS) 
  

 

 

 

 

Dr. V K Saraswat Scientific Adviser to the 
Raksha Mantri & Chairman, Governing Council,  

DIAT(DU), addressing the  POINTS students 

Honôble Vice Chancellor Prof. Lalit M Patnaik  
presenting memento to Dr. V K  Saraswat 

 
The Valedictory Function POINTS-16 LDCE 
Scientists (Scientist „B‟ selected under Limited 
Departmental Competitive Examination) was 
organized on 30 June 2011 at DIAT (DU). Dr. VK 
Saraswat, SA to Raksha Mantri, Secretary, 
Department of Defence Research and Development, 
and Chairman, Governing Council, DIAT (DU) was 
the Chief Guest for the Valedictory Function. Prof. LM 
Patnaik, Vice Chancellor, presided over the 
valedictory function. Other dignitaries such as Maj 
Gen Ravi Saxena, Dean (MT) and Prof. PK Khanna, 
Dean (Academics) and Registrar were on the dais.  
 
Dr. VK Saraswat delivered the valedictory address 

and distributed the certificates to the POINTS–16 

LDCE Scientists. Prof LM Patnaik, Vice Chancellor of 

DIAT (DU) introduced the Chief Guest and addressed 

the gathering. Dr. SK Panigrahi, Programme Director, 

POINTS welcomed the gathering and presented the 

training report. 

 

The Directors of ARDE, R & D E (Engs) and HEMRL, 

press & media and other dignitaries attended the 

valedictory function. Dr. R Premkumar, Registrar, 

proposed the vote of thanks. Dr. VK Saraswat, Chief 

Guest and Prof. LM Patnaik, Vice Chancellor, jointly 

addressed the press conference.   

 

           
The  Chief Guest distributing the certificates 

            

 

 

  

 

CULTURAL EVENING OF POINTS-16 

A cultural evening programme of POINTS-16 was held 

on 20
th
 May 2011 in POINTS Auditorium. The Vice 

Chancellor, AC & EC Members, Scientists, Faculty 

Members and their spouses attended the programme. 

The young artist and musicians performed in the 

cultural programme.  
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VISIT OF CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF TO DIAT (DU), PUNE 

 
Gen VK Singh, Chief of  the Army Staff 

interacting with service officers  
 

 
Gen VK Singh, Chief of  the  Army Staff 

interacting with Faculty members and Scientists 

 
Maj Gen Ravi Sexena receiving  

Gen VK Singh, Chief of  the Army Staff 
 

Gen VK Singh, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, ADC, Chief 
of the Army Staff visited DIAT (DU), Pune on 19 
July 2011 and addressed all service officers at 
POINTS Auditorium. He explained about the 
challenges facing the Indian Army. This included 
the various threats, both internal and external, 
and different contemporary issues which are 
threatening or could pose a threat to the Indian 
Security. The Hon‟ble Vice Chancellor Prof. LM 
Patnaik introduced the Faculty members to the 
Chief of Army Staff interacted with the Faculty 
members, Scientists and students. The General 
officer was accompanied by Lt Gen RK Swamy, 
UYSM, AVSM, VSM, Chief of Staff, 
Headquarters, Southern Command.  
 

……………………………………………………………………………                      ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 
VISIT OF LT GEN NB SINGH 

Lt Gen NB Singh, VSM, Comdt, MCEME and Col 
Comdt, Corps of EME visited DIAT (DU) on 19

th
 

August 2011.  He interacted with Dean (MT), Registrar 
and service officers.  
 

 
VISIT OF AVM BS DHANOA 

AVM BS Dhanoa, YSM, VM, ACAS (INT), Air HQ 
(VB) visited DIAT (DU) on 21

st
 June 2011. He 

discussed with Dean (MT), HOD, Air Force on 
training programmes. He also visited  Air Hangar, 
Combat Vihicle Shed, Small Arm & Arty Shed and 
Naval Armament Bay Labs/Sheds etc. 
 

 
VISIT OF Dr. KRISHNA SHENAI 

 
Dr. Krishna Shenai, Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Toledo, USA visited DIAT 
(DU) on 4

th
 August 2011.  He delivered lectures on "Rugged Electrical Power Switching in Semiconductors” 

and "Large Scale Sensor Networks and Robotic Surgery".  He met the Vice Chancellor and discussed 
academic programmes. He also visited departments and labs, and interacted with Heads of the 
departments and functionaries. 
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BOOK EXHIBITION  IN  INFORMATIN CENTRE AND LIBRARY 

 
Hon’ble  Vice Chancellor Prof. Lalit M Patnaik  

Inaugurating the Book exhibition, along with Dean 
(Academics), Registrar, Scientists and Faculty 

members. 
 

  
The Information Centre and Library organized book 
exhibition during 25-27

th
 May 2011 at first floor of library 

building.  Hon‟ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Lalit M Patnaik 
Inaugurated the Book exhibition. Prof. PK Khanna, Dean 
(Academics), Dr. R Premkumar, Registrar, Heads of the 
Departments, Faculty members, Scientists and Students 
participated in the exhibition. Wide range of books in the 
areas of Aerospace, Armament, Computer, Electronics, 
Materials and Mechanical Engineering; Air Force, Army, 
Navy; Applied Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics were 
displayed. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

CEP ON ADVANCED FINITE ELEMENT ANALYSIS  

The CEP on „Advanced Finite Element Analysis – 

Theory and Practice‟ was conceived and conducted 

by the Dept. of Mechanical Engineering from 25
th
 – 

29
th
 July 2011. The Course was aimed at giving an 

exposure to DRDO Scientists, Practicing Engineers 

and faculty of Engineering on indispensable analysis 

tool „Finite Element Analysis‟ for solving variety of 

Engineering problems. 55 participants such as 

Scientist from DRDO Labs, Service Officers, Faculty 

members, Students were benefited from the 

programme. The Topics covered during CEP 

programme are Introduction to Theory of Elasticity 

and FEM; 2D stress analysis using FEM; FEA of 

composite structures; FEM to Vibration Problem and 

a case study; FEA of steady-state and transient heat 

transfer and a case study; Spectral Finite Element 

Method; Blast Analysis of sandwich structures; 

Application of FEM to metal cutting; Application of 

FEM to fluid flow problems. The invited resource 

persons such as Dr. SS Gupta, Faculty from IIT, 

Kanpur; Dr. V. Balamurugan, Sri.N. Ganesh, Dr. 

Ramdas, Mr. Kiran Akella, Mrs. Chitralekha Dey, Mr. 

Narendar scientists from DRDO labs;   

Dr.A.Kumaraswamy, Dr. D.G Thakur, Dr. Somanchi 

Murthy, Mr. Sunil Nimje  from DIAT(DU), Pune and 

Mr. B. Sridharbabu  from JNTU, Hyderabad  have 

delivered the lectures during the programme.  

 
Dr.R.K.Gupta, Head, ASDAG, ASL, Hyderabad, 

Addressing the participants 
The course was concluded on 29 July 2011 with  

distribution of certificates during the valedictory function 

by chief guest Dr.R.K.Gupta, Head, ASDAG, ASL,  

Hyderabad, Prof. L.M.Patnailk, Vice Chancellor was the 

Guest of Honor. The report on CEP was given by the 

Course Director, Dr. A. Kumaraswamy. The Chief guest 

and guest of honor have appreciated the efforts put in by 

the Department in conducting this programme, which 

was well received by all the participants.   
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INSTITUTE LEVEL ANNUAL AWARDS 2010 
Teacher of the Year 

 
Dr. Shaibal Banerjee, Assistant  
Professor  receiving the award 

Teacher of the Year 

            
Cdr. SB Sahay,  
Dept of Navy,  

Researcher of the Year 

   
Dr. AK Singh, Sc „E‟ 

Aerospace Engineering 

Best Maintained Laboratory 
(Group Award) 

 
Combat Vehicle Shed 

 

Capt (IN) TP Singh, 
receiving the Research 
Facility of the Year 
(Digital Signal 
Processing lab)  Group 
award 
 

 

Dr. SS Sirurmath, University 

Librarian receiving the 

Research Facility of the Year 

(Digital Library) Group award 

 

Best Supporting Staff of the  Year (Administration) Best Supporting Staff of the Year (Technical) 
 

Mr. GR Vakil, PS‟A‟ Mr. PK Munda, Craftsman 
Mr. PS Gawari, STA-C 
Mr. BP Rasal, TO-B 

 
OBITUARY 

 

 Mr. NK Sunder, Private Secretary „A‟ who was 
working in the Department of Aerospace 
Engineering, passed away on 26

th
 July 2011. A 

condolence meeting was arranged in the Main Foyer 
at 1700 hrs on 28th July 2011. 
 

 

 Sri. SS Panchmukhe, Security Attendant, who was 
working in the Security Section, passed away on 25

th
 

August 2011.  A condolence meeting was arranged in the 
Main Foyer at 1715 hrs on 29th August 2011. 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
 
Faculty Members 

Name Designation 
Date of 
Joining 

Name Designation 
Date of 
Joining 

Dr. D.G Thakur 
Asso. Professor 
Mechanical Engg 06.06.2011 Mr. Arun Mishra 

Asst  Professor 
Computer Engg 13.06.2011 

Dr. Arti Dixit 
Asso. Professor 
Computer Engg 01.07.2011 Mrs. Manisha Nene 

Asst  Professor 
Computer Engg 01.07.2011 

Mr. Abhilash 
Thankammal 

Asst Professor 
Electronics Engg 23.05.2011 Dr. Rahul Shukla 

Asst  Professor 
Mechanical  Engg 03.08.2011 

Non Teaching Staff 

Name Designation 
Date of 
Joining 

Name Designation 
Date of 
Joining 

Ms.Yogita G. Shirole 
Office Assistant 
Dy. Reg Office 03.06.2011 Mr. Gopikrishana Padala 

Lab Assistant 
Applied Chemistry 23.08.2011 

Mr. Aniket Gaikwad 
Office Assistant 
VC‟s Sectt. 06.06.2011 Ms. Archana S. Deore 

Lab Assistant 
Electronics Engg 23.08.2011 

Mr. Rajshekhar Bendi 
Office Assistant 
EWO 08.06.2011 Ms. Dipali Dumbre 

Lab Assistant Aerospace 
Engg 25.08.2011 

Mr. Shailendra Kumar Office Assistant 
15.06.2011 Mr. Brindesh Pandey 

Lab Assistant 
Computer Engg 

25.08.2011 

Mr. Mahesh A. Kachave 
Driver Grade 'A' 
VC Sect 27.06.2011 Mr. Kishore J. Khandale 

Lab Assistant 
Materials Engg 

25.08.2011 

Ms. Sonam Singh 
Lab. Assistant 
Computer Engg 12.08.2011 Mr. Bankar Pramod K 

Lab Assistant 
Applied Physics 29.08.2011 

Mr. Avinash D. Gaikwad 
Lab. Assistant 
Applied Physics 12.08.2011 Mr. Sutar Sunil Narayan 

Lab Assistant 
Armament Engg 29.08.2011 

Ms. Archana D. Ugale 
Lab. Assistant 
Applied Physics 17.08.2011 Mr. Patil Nitin Vishwas 

Lab Assistant 
Applied Chemistry 02.09.2011 

Mr. Yogesh A. 
Waghmare 

Lab. Assistant 
Armament Engg 19.08.2011 

Mr. Kamble Abhijeet  
      Dnyandev 

Lab Assistant 
Applied Mathematics 02.09.2011 
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Mr. Challare Mayur R. 
Lab. Assistant 
Aerospace Enggg 22.08.2011 Mr. Yakanna Kunuru Telephone Exchange 05.09.2011 

Mr. Rule Prashant B. 
Lab. Assistant 
Materials Engg 22.08.2011 

Mr.Bachchav 
Chandrakant  Daga Applied Chemistry 05.09.2011 

Mr. K. Mallikarjun 
Lab. Assistant 
Electronics Engg 22.08.2011 Mr. Vijay Sonule Mechanical Engineering 08.09.2011 

Mr. Sachin Darade 
Lab. Assistant 
Applied Chemistry 22.08.2011 Ms. Smita Priya V. Data Center 29.09.2011 

Mr. Sandeep H. Dani 
Lab. Assistant 
Applied Chemistry 22.08.2011 Mr. Vishal Phulpagar Mechanical Engineering 12.09.2011 

Mr. Dileep Kumar Yadav 
Lab. Assistant 
Armament Engg 22.08.2011 Mr. Prajith P. Materials Engineering 16.09.2011 

 
RESIGNATIONS 

Name Designation Name Designation 

Mr. Nilesh J. Shende Driver 'A' Mr. Sandeep B. Meshram Steno Typist 

Mr. Mahavir U. Dhodad Office Assistant Ms. Dim Neih Ching Office Assistant 

Mr. Dnyaneshwar Kendre Driver 'A' Mr. Narendra T. Sambre Tradesman 

 

 

Superannuation 

 Mr. MA Golandaj, TO „B‟, Registrar Office retired from the service on 
30.04.2011. 
 

 Mr. Venkatsubhaiah, Cosmetic Attendant, IC&L retired from the service 
on 30.04.2011. 

 
 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Article (Journal) 

 Singh K, Kate, K, Khanna, PK and Satyanarayana, CVVV.  “Glycerol  Mediated  Low  Temperature  Synthesis  of  Nickel  
Nanoparticles  by  Solution  Reduction  Method”. Journal of Nanoscience &  Nanotechnology,  11, 2011. Pp. 1-6.  

 Khanna, PK. “Green synthesis of cadmium selenide nanocrystals: the scope of 1,2,3-selendiazoles in the synthesis of magic-
size nanocrystals and quantum dots”. Journal of  Nanoscience &  Nanotechnology, doi:10.1166/jnn.2011.4143  

 

 

 

 

 
The Editorial Team thanks all the  Scientists, Faculty, Staff Officers and Staff members  for  their contributions 

 

 

Chief Editor 
Dr. Sangayya S Sirurmath 
University Librarian 
Head, Information Center and Library,  
DIAT (DU), Pune 411 025 
 
Members 
Mr. Vijay D Pattar 
Ms. Sweta Gupta 
Mr. Vimalesh Patel 

 
Printed & Published by 
Information Center and Library on behalf of  
Defence Institute of Advanced Technology                 
(Deemed University) Pune- 411 025 
Ph: 020 2438 9289, 2430 4231.                                                       
Newsletter @diat.ac.in   www.diat.ac.in 

  

“Innovation is the specific instrument of 
entrepreneurship. The act that endows resources with 
a new capacity to create wealth”    Peter F. Drucker 

 

“Poetry is not only dream and vision; it is the 

skeleton architecture of our lives. It lays the 

foundations for a future of change, a bridge 

across our fears of what has never been 

before”. Audre Lorde 


